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Q. How do you assess your form so

far this season?

A. I’ve had a verymixed opening five-six

months of the season. It got off to a

decent start, I was happywithmy game.

It was all going sowell, I guess it all got a

little too easy there at the end of last

season, and the start of this year. I was

grabbing top fives and top 10s for fun.

But then I went to a real lull period.

Since theWCGat Doral, I really

struggledwithmy game for a few

months. My long gamewas off the ball

for sure.When I got to Augusta I was

kind of back on track, hitting the ball

well from tee to green. Butmy short

game at Augusta killedme. Generally I

hadn’t been very happywithmy game.

Therewere some technical issues inmy

swing thatwere just stoppingme from

hitting the shots I wanted to hit. I

certainly experienced a bit of the

rougher side of golf for awhile – it can

beat you up sometimes. I knew it was

important to learn from that and I

looked forward to the challenge of

diggingmyway out of that slump. I

worked hardwithmy coach and caddy

and I got back to playing theway I know I

can play.Wewent back to the basics of

the golf swing and I started to get some

GOLDEN
GRAEME

new feels. Havingmissed a few cuts and

thrown somegood performances away,

I began to feelmore likemy old self and

pretty comfortable under pressure

again. I moved on quickly from the

slump, coming back from rock bottom

withmy technique to leading aworld-

class field through three rounds at

Sawgrass. I’m proud of how I handled

myself and amnow looking forward to a

busy summer.

Q. Having achieved so much last year,

have you found yourself under any

extra pressure to reach the same

heights this season?

A. Of course if youwin a few events in a

season, including amajor, you hope that

you can back it up and not be that one-

hit-wonder. Deep downwe all feel likewe

need to prove ourselves and continue to

prove ourselves in this game. 2010was

an amazing season forme, but I

certainly don’t feel under any added

pressure to gowin anothermajor. Most

importantly I now feel like I’ve got the

confidence and belief towinmore and

moremajor championships and other

big events. Expectations are something

I’ve talked about a lot. I can’t expect to

playwell just because I had a decent

Havingenjoyedadreamyear in2010, includinga firstmajor title at the
USOpen,Northern Ireland’sGraemeMcDowell isnowtargetingsuccess
on this sideof thepond in theOpenChampionship

2010. That doesn’t giveme anyGod-

given right to go out and shootmid-60s

every day. I knowhow important it is

that I keep it real and keepworking hard

onmy game. Key goals for 2011 are to

keepworking hard and keep thework

ethic up and keepworking on the things

that I did to getme towhere I am today.

Never take the game for granted and

certainly not allowmyself to get

sucked in by other people’s

expectations ofme either.

Q. Howmuch has life changed for you

since last year?

A. Of course things have changed a

great deal forme the last 12months, but

in a goodway. For starters,my new life is

a hell of a lot busier than the old one! It’s

good busy though, with a lot of

commitments off the golf course. On the

downside,my preparation time is now a

little bitmore difficult. You’ve got to

make time to do the things I like to do. I

have always been ameticulous preparer

on the Tuesday andWednesday of a

tournament. So that aspect has been

difficult, but it’s all part of the package

and I’dmuch rather have that problem

than not. As a person, I certainly hope I

haven’t changed.Thedemandsonmy�
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Nomatterwhereyouare in theworld, youcanbesure that there
will bea first-classgolf course just around thecorner.Here’s our
rundownof someof thehottestgolfingdestinationson theplanet
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ONE INA

F
ew sportsmen attain such

widespread fame that they are

known around the world simply

by their first name, but “Seve”

wasmost certainly one of them. Born

in a small Spanish fishing village in

1957, Severiano Ballesteros burst onto

the world stage as a dashing 19-year-

old at the 1976 Open Championship at

Royal Birkdale. Leading by two shots

after 54 holes, the swashbuckling

Spaniard eventually ended in a tie for

second behind American JohnnyMiller,

but his finishing position was

irrelevant: a new golfing superstar had

been born.

In a glittering career, Seve would go

on to win a record 50 European Tour

titles, including fivemajor

championships, as well as four PGA

Tour events and 37 other tournaments

around the world. Evenmore

significantly, he would endear himself

to all of those who had the privilege of

watching him play, becoming

universally adored not just by golf fans,

but even by those who had little

interest in the sport.

The Spaniard was, quite simply, a

genius on the golf course, playing

shots that others couldn’t even dream

of, let alone pull off, and he did it all

with such style and charisma that he

transformed the image of golf,

attracting new followers to the game

and helping it become themulti-million

pound sport it is today.

Seve’s status as one of the legends

of the gamewas sealed during his first

major victory, at the 1979 Open

Championship at Royal Lytham& St

Annes, which came just three years

after that stunning performance at

Royal Birkdale.

Leading by two shots in the final

round, Seve drove his tee shot at the

16th into a temporary car park

alongside the fairway. After receiving a

free drop he hit a superb recovery from

amidst the parked cars to the centre of

the green and calmly rolled in a 20-foot

birdie putt that kept him on course for

a three-stroke victory.

His triumphmade him the youngest

winner of the Open since 1893, and the

first winner frommainland Europe

since 1907, but it was themanner of his

victory that secured his place as one of

golf’s greatest entertainers.

Seve’s emergence as one of the

game’s biggest stars was part of the

reason that the Great Britain and

Ireland Ryder Cup teamwas expanded

to include players from continental

Europe. The Spaniardmade his debut

in the competition shortly after his

Open triumph in 1979 and would go on

to become one of the greatest players

to ever grace the biennial contest with

America, underlining the spirit and�

MILLION
It’sunlikely thatgolfwill ever seeamoreskilful
andcharismaticplayer than three-timeOpen
championSeveBallesteros,whopassedaway
inMay,writesMichael Stoneman
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MAKEMINE
APINT

BobbyLocke (left)
celebrateswithaglass
of theblackstuff after
beatingHarryBradshaw
(right) at the 1949Open
atRoyalStGeorge’s.
Thepair tiedat five-
under, butLockewon
the36-holeplay-off.
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ROYAL  
APPOINTMENT

BY

This year sees the Open return to Royal St George’s 
for the 14th time and the first since 2003. We speak 
to the course’s head pro, Andrew Brooks, about 
what the players can expect
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A
s Open venues go, they don’t get much tougher than Royal 
St George’s. The Sandwich course, with its bumpy, undulating 
fairways, hidden hollows, steep bunkers and unpredictable 
greens is a truly challenging links layout. It is no surprise 

that only four Open champions have recorded an under par score 
over 72 holes here and in 2003 – the last time the Open was hosted 
here – eventual champion Ben Curtis was the only player to break par 
in the tournament. 

Andrew Brooks has been the club professional at Royal St 
George’s since 1995, so he should know better than anyone how to 
get the better of a course that has become famous for the so-called 
number of blind shots that players face. Brooks feels, however, that 
its reputation is unfair. 

“There is not a blind shot on the course unless you go off the  
fairway or don’t get the correct length,” he says. “Length is the  
key to this course.” 

Failing to read the greens and find the correct putting line proved to 
be very costly to players in 2003, but Brooks believes that perhaps 
they were reading too much into it. 

“There is less bother in the middle of the greens than the players 
imagine,” he says. 

Like on all good links courses, Brooks stresses that you will need 
to have a “hot putter” to have any chance of success. He believes the 
last six holes are where players are most likely to come unstuck, as in 
2003 where the most shots were dropped. 

“The rule of thumb locally is that scores depend on the  
awkwardness of the pin and for the Open they are usually in the  
most difficult positions,” adds the Walker Cup veteran, who believes 
the challenging nature of Royal St George’s means it will provide a 
worthy champion come the final day of this year’s tournament. 

“The winner will have played every golf shot in the book to win  
this tournament.”
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A NEW STAR 
IS BORN

Golf crowned a new
superstar at Lytham
and St Annes in 1979 as
Seve Ballesteros won
his first major title in
stunning fashion, even
managing to birdie the
16th after finding the
car park from the tee.
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DONALD
TRUMPS
Onceblasted fornotwinningenough tournaments, LukeDonaldhas
hit top formthisyearandrisen to thepinnacleof theworld rankings.
Nowhe’s eyeingsuccessat themajors
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Q. Youmust be feeling pretty good

about your season so far?

A: Yeah, I’m feeling good. Obviously it’s

been a great start to the year, very

consistent.Winning at Tucson [in the

WGC-AccentureMatch Play] was a big

step forme. I think I gained a lot of

confidence from that, and I’ve kind of

kept the ball rolling.

Q. You succeeded Lee Westwood as

world number one after beating him

in a play-off at Wentworth. It must

have been pretty special to have the

top two players in the world going

head-to-head like that?

A: Absolutely. You know, to be honest, I

would have loved to havewon by 10 and

not had to go through all that stress.

You know, I didn’t havemy best golf that

week. I hadmy best golf on round one. I

struggled quite a bit on round three. I

played decently the other two days.

But you know, I think that’s whatwas

more satisfying tome than anything

else, that evenwithout really feeling

totally in control ofmy game, I was able

to get it done. And obviously to do it in

that circumstance, going head-to-head

with Lee and to have everything on the

line,made it thatmuchmore special.

Q. Since the end of last season it

seems like you’ve taken a really big

step forward. How have managed to

do that?

A: I don’t really know. Amixture of being

very analytical aboutwhat I’ve been

doing, how I can improve, just looking at

everything in detail, especially at the

end of the year, looking at stats, working

with the people aroundme, what their

thoughts are. I mean, it doesn’t seem

like I‘ve changed anything fromyear-to-

year, but just becoming a little bitmore

of amature player I guess. My swing is

getting to a placewhere I’m feeling

more comfortable tee-to-green. I think

that’s helped. But you know, it’s hard to

put a finger onwhat one thing hasmade

this jump, but obviouslywhen you start

going on a runwhere you‘re playing

consistently and competing everyweek,

you get to a point where you start to

expect it, and I thinkmymind-set is very

good right now.

Q. What’s the difference between the

Luke Donald of 2005 and the Luke

Donald of 2011 as a player?

A: About six years’ of experience, I

suppose. But, yeah, you just learn. You

learn every year. You learn about

yourself, about your game, how to

manage your emotions. You know, I

think I knowmy swing a little bit better

now. I trustmyselfmore. Those are the

main differences.

Q. Is there anything in particular that

you’re doing better this year?

A: You know, I’m driving it a little bit

better. Tee-to-green I’d say I’m

improving. I feelmore confident. I feel

likemy swing is gettingmore solid

where I’m standing up there and having

a better idea of where it’s going, tee-to-

green. I think the last few yearsmy short
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gamehas been very good, but I haven’t

driven it aswell, and consequently haven’t

hit asmanygreensas I’d like and I had to

rely onmyshort game.But now I’mhitting

it in the fairwaya little bitmore, hitting the

greensa little bitmore, andmyshort

gamehas remainedpretty solid.

Q. How are you different on and off the

course since last season?What’s the

biggest change you’ve made?

A: No real big changes. Just continued to

work hard. I think I have a good group of

people aroundme that are always

thinking aboutways forme tomaximise

my potential, and no real different to any

other year; just things seem to have

fallen into place a little bit easier for

some reason.

Q. You’ve been working with

psychologist Dave Alred, who also

works with JonnyWilkinson. How

much of an influence has he been?

A: Dave has already been a great

influence. Since he’s been onmy team,

my golf has gone from strength-to-

strength. Dave has done a good job of

looking at how I prepare and how I

practise, and trying to recreate doing

that under pressure. Just like he does in

rugby and kicking. But I don’t want to

single just Dave out. I have a great team

aroundme,my coach, Pat Goss, who has

beenwithme for 14 years; John

McLaren,my caddie, has been on the bag

for a year and a half now. I have a great

workout team thatworks onmy fitness,

and obviouslymy family and friends

have been a great support, too.

Q. How does it sound having world

number one in front of your name? Do

you think you’ll regard yourself

differently now?

A: It feels great. It’s obviously a special

accomplishment, something that I’ll

remember forever. As I said before, it’s

something thatwill be a great story

when I’m an oldman tellingmy grandkids

that I was once the best player in the�

CLASSIC SPORTS SERIES / 45

p28-30_donaldMS.qxd:Layout 1  25/6/11  15:20  Page 45

ADVERTISEMENT SIZES - A4 PUBLICATIONS
Advertisement Size 	 Bleed	 Trim	 Type Area

Double-page spread*	 307mm x 430mm	 297mm x 420mm	 261mm x 386mm

Full page	 307mm x 220mm	 297mm x 210mm	 261mm x 177mm

Half-page horizontal	 N/A		  130mm x 177mm

All sizes in millimetres (height x width). Live matter should be at least 5mm from trim 

*Allow 10mm gutter (for text running across the spine)

 PDF Specifications: Please supply Adobe Acrobat PDFs set up to PPA Standard file formats  

[www.ppa.co.uk see pass4press section]. All ads should be supplied with a colour proof and according to the 

naming convention provided: Publication Name, Month of advertisement, Advertisers Name.  

Example: OPEN12_advertisersname.pdf 

ONLINE SPECIFICATIONS FOR PDFS
It is the client’s responsibility to ensure URL links within artwork link through correctly to the online magazine. 

Please refer to the below guidelines. Failure to observe these guidelines will mean online links will not work. 

 Artwork MUST be supplied in PDF format — JPEGs, EPSs and TIFFs will not work.

 URLs must include www at the beginning of the web address. For example: www.absolutepublishing.com

 Ensure the URLs fit on one line.  

 Ensure URLs are text — do not convert text to an outline or a bitmap image as it will not be detectable.

 Embed all graphics and fonts in the PDF.

For file upload instructions contact the Production Department on production@absolutepublishing.com  or  

copy@absolutepublishing.com or +44 (0) 20 7553 7372. 

RATE CARD 
Advertisement Size 	 Cost (GBP)

Double-page spread	 £13,950

Full page	 £7,950

Premium positions	 Call to discuss

Sponsorship	 Call to discuss

Advertorials subject to approval	 +25%

ARTWORK DESIGN
Absolute Publishing Ltd is able to offer an artwork 

design service for advertisers who are unable to 

produce artwork. Advertiers are expected to provide 

elements to specifications.  

Production costs are charged from £150 (GBP)

	

For further information regarding artwork design 

please email production@absolutepublishing.com 

or contact the Production Department   

+44 (0) 20 7553 7372.

MEDIA INFORMATION 2012 
www.classicsportsseries.com

IAN WOOSNAM’S GUIDE TO

THE OPEN

2012


